THE WASHINGTON

By JOSEPH P. ANNIN.
Dynamic persistence plus  patience
equals successful gemius
This is the formula, roughly stated,
which evolved Emile Berlinby, eminent

inventor and good citizen. of Washing- |

ton. |

Mr. Berliner doesn't express it this|
way. It is not matter-of-fact enough |
for him. Besides, he 15 not given to|
ideahstic self-amalysis. But if you
will talk with him—if yon are fortu-|
nate cnough to have an opportunity to|
talk with him--and will then “talk him |
over” with omse who knows him well, |
this is the explanation you probably |
will arrive at for his present position |
in the world of scence and philan-
t ITopY. |

Bacrk in 1870 a nineteen-year-old
German lad, recently migrated from his
home in Hanover, Germany, bowed his
back daily over dust-dry ledgers which
recorded siles of 2 Washington mer.
cantile establishment. His bram was
working: he was guessing  Later, his
persistence having gawned for him  a

| INVENTOR “GUESSED”

HERALD, SUNDAY., NOVEMBER 1,

AY TO FAME AND FORTUNE

tEmile Berliner So Explains His Rise From Immigrant Boy Bookkeeper to Eminence as Creative Genius,|
Philanthropist and Good Citizen—Patience the Keynote of Success He Says, Having Perfected
the Transmitter Which Made the Telephone Practicable as Well as the First Talking Machine
for Using and Duplicating Disc Records—Self-taught in Sound and Electricity, He.
Registered His First Success After Six Years’ Study— Victor Machine Perfected
Eleven Years Later—Loss of One Child and Illness of Another Turned
Inventor’s Mind in Other Fields, Resultingin World-wide Propaganda
Against Use of Raw and Unprotected Milk for Infant Feed-
ing— Washington the Intellectual Center of the Country

He Declares, Discussing One of His Hobbies.
City Particularly Attractive to Scientists.

. g ————————

There were few preliminaries,
He guessed | him what 1 wanted.
raw milk slew more human be-| had concluded.
ings than the wars of Napoleon |
from this conclusion grew the world-| would waste time.

propaganda against impure dairy pro-| “l came 4¢ this country in 1870,

EMILE BERLINER, FAMOUS INVENTOR,
MAKES HIS HOME IN WASHINGTON

promotion as travs

sl was guessing

hat +f he knew

could mvent an  ns

the one would carry the other accurate-

Iy over great distances He guessed motors af
that it would bhe worth hic w hile to only
learn something about electnoty and
sound

. . 1 s | .

It was a good guess it guessed case
him into fame and afflvence 1t puessed him

him into a generally accepted charac-

terization as “an eminent American in- |
P ile +alle them srcsses,”
these ' ns ol ges persist

ence and patrence

But to continue in a sem-historical |
vein I'be bookkeeper-salesman
thought enomgh of hit guess 0 back!
it with real effort. e bought a few
gtanidard works on electricity and sound
T e studie
and without mterruption of his “bread-
and-butter” work

i them, unassisted

It was not wntil six years later that
he {felt himseM prepared to enter the |

experimental field with his seli_ac- | he
phone

quired technical knowledge of hs sub-

ject. I 1876 he commenced a2 series bf | his time

experiments, largely in an improvised

wrivate laboratory In three months he | the only

bad perfected the first practical tele-
ne transmitter. the first instrument
for projecting the homan voice over

the long distance telephone, the attach-| pletely encircled by books, and the sole
omther embellishments of which consist-
of four landscapes in ol

ment that first made Prof. Bell's inven-
tion practicable as an mstrument {or
common use

And now he calls it a guess'! Well,
perhaps he doesn’t interpret the w ed

ing supposition. not to be seriously ex-

bhe made then—cease to be guesses|poised, sure of every muscle
fml:. play, .

and determination—the “stick-to-itive- | tered, upstanding but not stiff, he might
if vou please—with which this|have been the president of a big bank
v a railroad, entering his library after
the links and a
or a quick canter across country
Berliner. :‘rmrfiing to \\'hn't Who, is
Since then he has “guessed” frequent- | sixty-three vears
Iy and brillantly. He guessed the first disc| He could have 1::~:~<:r.l iur m'g)- when |
alking machine—the gramophone—now ! talked to him,

when behind them is placed the genius

ness
German immigrant vouth, speaking im-
periect English, boasting only a gram- |
mar school education in Hanover, Ger.
many, endowéd this first great “goess.”

{ and politi

milk and the Society

trument by which | est
acroplane records have been made with
washed bottles n a
and was i;l:lfll to get the
old l-n'.piuy{-r in Washington |
. and I returned.. |
ying CIE\!N(I!} by my-|
self. and hii ;mkrfl up some physic <. |
|| was interested in the development of |
J!I:e telephone

the Berliner type. These are

unlimited patience.”

a prohable public

experimenting with The
i lonse contact tranemitter

must ha
¢ of them, and still keep on

must
Bell Telephone Company

g develop

nished library : '
the direction of

made it the powerful

“same

1458 Colimbia

with Theodare N. Vail, president of the
and Telephone
Company and the Western Union Tele-
graph Company and

do you want v se

two other men,
the entire staff.
“Of course things moved along rap-
Three yvears later [ established a
° | telephone factory in Hanover, Germany,

Twenty years later,
by the way, 1 added in Hanover a talk-
ing machine factory under the manage-
ment of a brother,

“It took seven vears of work to per-
‘guess'—a machine that
could talk and sing maturally.
part was not difficult—to perfect a ma-
chine that would catch hold and give
back the human voice. Bot to find a way
of duplicating each record was a dif-
I don't know how many

brothers in charge

Very shortly after, brisk step car-

o fect my next
pfhr-h;zll!)‘ .
as most of ns do, as a transient, fleet- | over lum. 1 knew how he would speak
before he addressed me
perimented with. For the kind of | hrysk,

“suesses” Mr. Berliner makes—the kind | the

sy. courteous business man to

enough of them. Eventually I discover-
ed an etching process that was inexpen-
sive and comparatively simple i

“The theory of my taking machine

was to utilize a groove of even depth
varying direction, and i :

the record groove not only vibrated but
also propelled the stylus across the rec-
That and -the duplicating method

I told ) were not perfected until 1887 The| ment—members
He knew before 1|
He had been through -.ll'
before, and Mr. Berliner is not one who |

present machine known as the Victor 1s

used for education, entertainment, po- | he

litical propaganda. passing one voice
up and down the earth” .

Hobbjes? Yes, Mr Berliner h;ﬂ:

hobbies. His family 1= one—the prin-
cipal one, of course. His roomy home,

with its gardens and greens. a combina- |

tion of country comfort and city con-

venience, is another. Washington is'l

another, and an important one The
saving of human life is a hobby that
he rides and pays highly for.

We reached Washington very quickly
in our mierview

“A< a2 nattonmal capital, how does

| Washington raok in intellectual influ-

ence on the country and the world 7 1

| asked him

“The answer 13 n that book,” point-
mg to a copy of ‘Who's Who' on the

| tuble. “Of the men registered in that
| ook, the total number of Washing-

tomans s the ifourth largest of any
vhole state group. Washington 1s the

| meeting place of the brains of the coun-
| try, Particnlarly as this true of science

| economy., This is the great-

| est rendervous for scientific men in the

conntry today, and the influence of
Washington is  felt throughout the
scientific world

“Take the matter of sanitation—and |

that 1s one of my hobbigs—the pam-
phlets, monographs and other publica-
tions of Wathingtonians form the text-

wiks of the world The sanitarians who
live and work here have done more to-
ward the lesseming of disease than any
vther group. And in their field, the pub-
licattons of the Departtnemt of Agri-
culture  and the Bureau of Public
Iealth Ir-ul all

"Bt do we contnibute as largely as
other capitals to arts and letters *™

‘No: we dont. Arts and letters
draw their themes from places where
one views the extremes of hife and civ.
thzatvon, from the rapid action of ex-
tremely wealthy society; from the sor-

M 1 |1
did life of extreme poverty. from the i
'rm inating trom s

center of great financial transactions:

from the perfect quietude of the «m:n-:
trv. from the rugged, picturesque life of |

the mountain and plain
"Washingtom doesn't  furmish  these

| backgrounds. But here, away from the
| turbulence of the great center of popu-
| -

lation, onesfinds the culture, the broad

vision, the facilities, and the atmos-

¢ | phere which appeals to the searcher for
! here a -while before!
the aeroplane, to be suc- | returning to New York.

special training ; for research material.
“We have gathered here the brains of
tie nation, We draw them from men
who have been succkssful in business,
m science, m exploration and exploita-

| tion, For idstance, take the men who
job. | are drawn here by the national govern-

| done in his own community

in a different way
thought | who has

M. Kober, of this city, who with Dr.
S C. Bosey had called attention to the
relation of impure milk to infantile
mortality,. We early came into con-
flict with the American Pedriactic Sh-
ciety, which had sent out the dictum
that children did not thrive on heated
milk and contracted scurvy and" rick-
ets from being fed on it.  Through bald
letins printed in the Sunday editions [
advertised the danger of raw milk an
the safety in scalded milk—I did not
then vse the term pasteurized. Dr. Wood-
ward joined with me in the fight and
immediately incurred the enmity of
milk dealers’ associations throughow
Maryland, Virginia, and the District of
Columbia.

“The Associated Charities’ commit-
tee on tuberculosis took the matter w
in 1007, six years after [ had

menced the fight. and created 2 milk

committee of which 1 was chairman

It is discriminating, but|and which comprised, in addition, Dr.
A\ man or woman | E. C. Schroeder and Dr. Wiliam H.
| Dexter, of the Buresn of Agimal In-

dustry ; Dr. Buckingham, the wveterin-

HOME AT 1458 COLUMBIA ROAD ,
OF EMILE BERLINER, NOTED INVENTOR

unlimited fa ,|,_|-‘:~ unlovely element
. ath ter of population
ties for guathering

INTERIOR OF WORKSHOP WHERE
INVENTOR SPENDS MUCH TIME

well-intentioned

his time and his mind to

commentators

softened behind his glasses—he was the
brusk business man

| for the
ued s campa
| It imitiatec

necled 'n‘.'|!‘ i
tacked Washing
thev furnist

had lost one child,”
another was on the

We started with the chil
campaign

milk, 4rlinr
pasteunrized

prescribed pure

MO
was in the room just now e -
dren, has

and as | have smce proven, the slaugh-
bahies to contam.-
To this same source

the coun'ry on

I worked with Dr. George

arian, and Mr. Wallace Hatch, secre-
tarv of the Associated Charities,

At the first conference of this com-

muttee Dr, Schroeder announced his
discovery that the feces of tuberculouns
cows are often charged with

virulent tubercle ind  pomted
meronsy

sample ot market malk showed that

out that the exammation

little mulk entircly free from com-

Mac-

Ca u-.--“ =

will

rovemme

ASsOCIANION,
. the Wash-
~ciences, and the
of Washington At
permanent organiza-
and e proceeds
printed and dist
United States Department

were

vide, the
e foundation of many
state dairy laws, and s
across the Atlintic in Eorope, par-
’ England
the work of the Wash-
Conicrence, the Society
on of Sickness contin-*
WIHD INCrcased vIigor.
1 ther "is=ues con-
stpply We at-
hospitals hecanse
d mdiscriminate raw milk
1 We criticised in par-

InElo

1

themr pals

| ticular the Clhuldrens’ Hospital becanse
several of 11< leading doctors contmued
“| lo oppose 0

“*When 1t

| VCars
sold in the
r otherwise treate
— | - 1 -
accortdhng to the Distnct health

of

| othicer. 1Y Woodward, over one-ha'f

f the bottled milk sold in W gton
pastenrsed \s a consequence,
tality rate. particularly among
1-'|1 decreased.  An:
fectic us d liscases have declined m

queny.

And this 1= onlv one of \lr Berliner's
philanthropies. Troe; 1t is his

est; but there are many others to

u.‘n.h he has given not only of I

ample means, but of his time and his
Remins

I recently asked a Washington man
New York or Chicago. would

own a5 one  of the merchang

princes of his city, what he thought o

Mr Berliner e pondered my ques-

tion for scveral mmntes Finallv he

“There 13 no better citizen in the Dis-
trict.”




